Chemical modification of crude timothy grass pollen extract. II. Class and specificity of antibodies induced by chemically modified timothy grass pollen extract.
The effects have been studied of three different chemical modifications of timothy grass pollen extract on various immunological properties. The ability to induce IgG antibody with specificity for native antigen was least affected by glutaraldehyde treatment; IgE antibody production was reduced to a similar extent by all three modifications; there was no increase in IgM production; delayed reactions were reduced. New antigenic determinants were introduced by all the modifications, but the effect was minimal following glutaraldehyde treatment. The significance of these results and the potential application of modified allergen in hyposensitisation therapy are discussed.